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REF: A. STATE 169575, B. TAIPEI 4801, C. TAIPEI 5185 

1. THIS MESSAGE PROVIDES GUIDANCE IN RESPONDE TO THE TWO 
REQUESTS MADE BY PREMIER CHIANG CHING-KUA (REF C) - THAT 
ONE SQUADRON OF C-130S BE RETAINED ON TAIWAN AND THAT NO 
PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT BE MADE OF THE C-130 WITHDRAWALS. 

2. ALTHOUGH WE CAN EMPHASIZE WITH THE PREMIER’S REQUEST 
FOR RETENTION OF A C-130 SQUADRON, OUR PLANS FOR WITH- 
DRAWAL OF THE ENTIRE AIRLIFT WING FROM TAIWAN ARE FIRM FOR 
THE REASONS STATED IN PARA 1, REF A. SIMPLE REITERATION 

OF THIS POINT, WE HOPE, WILL BE ADEQUATE TO CONVINCE 
THE PREMIER OF THIS FACT. 

3. AS FOR THE QUESTION OF WHETHER TO MAKE A PUBLIC 
ANNOUNCEMENT, WE BELIEVE THAT, ON BALANCE, AN ANNOUNCE- 
MENT IS DESIRABLE. WHILE, FROM THE PREMIER S VIEWPOINT, 

THERE ARE POSSIBLE SHORT-TERM BENEFITS TO BE GAINED FROM 
MAKING NO ANNOUNCEMENT, WE BELIEVE (AS SUGGESTED BY THE 
EMBASSY) THAT NEWS OF THE WITHDRAWALS IS ALMOST CERTAIN 
TO LEAK WITHIN THE NEXT FEW WEEKS. (DEFENSSE SECRETARY 
SCHLESINGER HAS ALREADY COMMENTED OBLIQUELY ON THE 
WITHDRAWALS.) IF ASKED BY CONGRESS OR THE PRESS, WE WOULD 
BE COMPELLED TO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THE WITHDRAWALS HAD 
TAKEN PLACE. THIS ADMISSION AND THE FOLLOW-ON QUESTIONS 
FOR WHICH WE ARE NOW PREPARED WOULD COME AT A TIME AND 
PLACE - AND IN A CONTEXT - NOT OF OUR CHOOSING; THIS 

TIMING COULD PROVE EMBARRASSING FOR BOTH OUR GOVERNMENTS. 

4. AN ANNOUNCEMENT NOW HAS THE ADDITIONAL ADVANTAGE OF 
COMING WITHIN A CONTEXT OF SUBSTANTIAL REDEPLOYMENTS 
FROM THAILAND. A LATER ANNOUNCEMENT MIGHT WELL APPEAR 
TO INVOLVE WITHDRAWALS ONLY FROM TAIWAN AND, FOR THE 
REASON, ATTRACT GREATER ATTENTION AND IMPLY GREATER 
SIGNIFICANCE. MOREOVER, IF WE ARE FORCED LATER TO 

ADMIT WHAT WE MIGHT NOW MORE OR LESS ROUTINELY ANNOUNCE, 
WE ADD TO CREDIBILITY PROBLEMS HERE AT HOME. THIS IS 
AN IMPORTANT CONSIDERATION FOR US AND COULD ALSO AFFECT 
THE ROC. 
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5. WE HAVE TRIED HARD, IN OUR ANNOUNCEMENT TEXY, TO 
ACCOMMODATE THE INTERESTS OF THE ROC AND SEVERAL SEA 
NATIONS AS WELL AS OUR OWN. IN THIS SPIRIT, WE HOPE THAT 
THE PREMIER WILL BE ABLE TO ACCEPT OUR CAREFULLY WORDED 
ANNOUNCEMENT SCHEDULED FOR RELEASE UNDER WHAT WE THINK 
ARE THE BEST POSSIBLE CIRCUMSTANCES. ANY OTHER ALTER- 
NATIVE, WE BELIEVE, WOULD BE LESS ADVANTAGEOUS TO BOTH 
OUR GOVERNMENTS. THUS WE INTEND TO PROCEED WITH OUT 
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